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This Commission is subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act.  Among other things, the Brown Act requires that the Commission’s 
agenda be posted at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of each regular meeting and that the public be allowed to 
comment on agenda items before the Commission and items not on the agenda but are within the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the Commission.  The Commission may limit public comments to a reasonable amount of time, generally three (3) minutes 
per person. 

 
It is the intention of the City of Newport Beach to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) in all respects.  If, as 
an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City of 
Newport Beach will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner.  If requested, this agenda will be made available 
in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.  Please contact 
the City Clerk’s Office at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine 
if accommodation is feasible at (949) 644-3005 or cityclerk@newportbeachca.gov. 

 

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH  
HARBOR COMMISSION AGENDA 
 
Council Chambers – 3300 Newport Blvd. 
Wednesday, November 9, 2011 – 6:00 PM  
 
Harbor Commission Members: 

Ralph Rodheim, Chair 
Brad Avery 
Marshall Duffield 
Duncan McIntosh 
Karen Rhyne 
Vincent Valdes 
Doug West 
  

Staff Members: 
Chris Miller, Harbor Resources Manager 
Shannon Levin, Harbor Resources Supervisor 
 

Council Liaison: 
Nancy Gardner, Mayor Pro Tem 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 
1)   CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
2)   ROLL CALL 
 
3)   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
4)   PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Public comments are invited on agenda and non-agenda items generally considered to be within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission.  Speakers must limit comments to three (3) minutes. Before 
speaking, we invite, but do not require, you to state your name for the record.  The Commission has the 
discretion to extend or shorten the speakers’ time limit on agenda or non-agenda items, provided the time 
limit adjustment is applied equally to all speakers.  As a courtesy, please turn cell phones off or set them 
in the silent mode. 

 
5)   APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September and October 2011 
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6)   CURRENT BUSINESS 
 

A. 50 Steps to Better Water Quality 
The Harbor Commission will hear a presentation from the Orange County Dana Point Director Brad 
Gross on water quality with a focus on the County’s Recycling Center. 
 
Recommendation: 
 

1. Receive and file.  Consider forming a subcommittee to investigate the need for a recycling 
center in Newport Harbor. 

 
B. Proposed New Public Dock and Balboa Marina Expansion at 201 E. Coast Highway – A 

Conceptual Review 
The City and The Irvine Company are jointly exploring the concept of a new public pier and 
expansion of the Balboa Marina at 201 E. Coast Highway.  The Harbor Commission will hear a 
presentation on the proposal. 

 
Recommendation: 
 

1. The Harbor  Commission is requested to provide comments on the conceptual plan for a 
new public dock and Balboa Marina expansion. 

 
7)   SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
8)   QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH COUNCIL LIAISON ON HARBOR RELATED ISSUES 
 
9)   HARBOR RESOURCES UPDATE – Receive and File 
 
10)   PUBLIC COMMENTS ON SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS OR HARBOR RESOURCES UPDATE 
 
11)  COMMISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS OR MATTERS WHICH MEMBERS WOULD LIKE PLACED ON A 

FUTURE AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION, ACTION OR REPORT (NON-DISCUSSION ITEM) 
 
12)   DATE AND TIME FOR NEXT MEETING: 
   
  Wednesday, January 11, 2012, 6:00 PM 
  No meeting in December 2011. 
 
13) ADJOURNMENT 
 







NEWPORT BEACH HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
City Council Chambers  

September 14, 2011 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER  6:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners McIntosh, Valdes, Rodheim, Duffield, West and Rhyne were present.  

Commissioner Avery was absent. 
 
 Council Liaison: Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Gardner 
  
 Staff: Manager Chris Miller 
 
MINUTES Commissioner West made a motion to approve the August Minutes, and 

Commissioner Duffield seconded the motion.  All ayes: August Minutes were 
approved.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  None. 
 
ACTION & APPEAL ITEMS 
 
None.  
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
   

1. Mooring Boundaries & Administration 
Commissioner Duffield gave a report on moorings, and he will return with a timeline at the next 
meeting. 

2. Harbor Visioning 
Commissioners Valdes reported that the Task Force will meet on September 26.  Questions need 
to be answered about slip and boat size (i.e. Bigger yachts?  Beam width rule for overhang?)   

3. Complete Cruising Guide 
Commissioner West reported that the Cruising Guide will be ready for February 2012. 

4. Making the Harbor More Visitor Friendly 
Manager Miller reported that he would be meeting with The Irvine Company on a new public dock 
concept at the Balboa Marina, and he will report later with Commissioner Duffield. 

5. Speed Limit Amendments 
Commissioner West will continue working on this issue with staff.  Staff will present the item at an 
upcoming City Council Study Session in September 2011.   

6. Code Enforcement 
Commissioner West will pass along his list of code enforcement ideas to Commissions McIntosh 
and Avery. 

 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT:   
 
HARBOR RESOURCES UPDATE –  Manager Miller gave a PowerPoint presentation on harbor 
updates.  The update is posted at http://www.newportbeachca.gov/index.aspx?page=1777   
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

1. Dan Purcell mentioned that he would be happy to be the Commission’s eyes and ears out on the 
water, and to document things.  The Harbor Commission could use the citizens’ help. 
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2. Len Bose inquired about the anchorage rules, guest dock rules, number of boats allowed on a 
mooring, sea lion repellant and the condition of boats in the charter fleet. 

 
RECOMMENDED TOPICS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 

Lieutenant Tom Slayton for a Harbor Patrol update 
Hazardous waste disposal in Newport Harbor 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:     Wednesday, October 12, 2011, 6:00 PM 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned around 7:45 PM. 



NEWPORT BEACH HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
City Council Chambers  

October 12, 2011 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER  6:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners McIntosh, Valdes, Rodheim, Duffield, West and Avery were present.  

Commissioner Rhyne was absent. 
 
 Council Liaison: Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Gardner 
  
 Staff: Manager Chris Miller 
  Supervisor Shannon Levin 
 
MINUTES The September minutes were not available and will be made available in 

November.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS   
Dan Purcell commented that the Commission should consider adjourning in memory of the eight people who 
died in Seal Beach today.  Len Bose presented a brief depiction of the recycling center at Dana Point Harbor 
and that Newport Harbor could use some similar facilities.  Bose added that if a boater needs to dispose of 
used oil, zincs, or other hazardous materials there is not a designated area.  Often materials are dropped off 
at shipyards and they are left with the responsibility of proper disposal.  It was noted that Dana Point Harbor 
Director Brad Gross will attend the November Commission meeting and will discuss the process and 
maintenance requirements of the recycling centers.  Chuck South commented that mooring lines and 
equipment are being damaged by renters unfamiliar with the moorings, and mooring permittees are 
responsible for the cost of replacing the equipment.  South mentioned that there should be a way to make it 
work better for all concerned.  Commissioner Duffield will include this in the scope of the mooring 
subcommittee. 
 
ACTION & APPEAL ITEMS 
 
ITEM #1   
Subject: Harbor Speed—Nautical Miles per Hour vs. Miles per Hour 
Abstract:  The Harbor Commission’s Speed Limit Subcommittee is requesting the Commission to 

revisit the subject of converting the speed limit from nautical miles per hour to miles per 
hour.   

Discussion:  Commissioner West produced a handout (attached) describing the background of the 
nautical terms, support for maintaining the knots/hour (KPH), and a recommendation to 
the Commission to maintain KPH.  Commissioners Avery and McIntosh agreed that it is 
consistent to maintain what is taught to mariners.  Miller affirmed that any discrepancy 
between the City’s KPH terms would prevail over the County’s MPH.   
Public comments were supportive of keeping KPH in the Code.  Andy Rose commented 
that the “basic speed law” should be removed from the code because it is subjective.  
Dwight Belden added that larger boats cannot get under 5 MPH and that nuisance wake 
will not change with this code.  The 15% decrease in allowable speed, KPH to MPH, 
would constitute a big change for those lifetime boaters and a historical standard.  
Seymour Beek supported West’s recommendation.   

 
Action: West motioned to reconsider the ordinance by retaining existing nautical miles per hour;  

Commissioner Valdes seconded the motion and carried unanimously. 
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SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
   
Mooring:  Duffield met with Harbor Resources staff and Harbor Patrol to discuss mooring related topics.  
Duffield concluded that there may be a need to review the administrative process and solutions to 
address derelict boats. He also handed out an article about derelict boats (attached). Duffield will 
continue to work with staff and Harbor Patrol. 
Visioning:  Valdes organized a meeting on 9/11/11 and refocused the subcommittee on the 6-8 
commercial areas.  The subcommittee will present at Tidelands Management Committee in the coming 
months.   
Cruising Guide:  Commissioner West will work with staff to publish the guide for the 2012 season. 
Code Enforcement:  Nothing to report at this time. 
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT:   
Mayor Pro Tem Gardner mentioned that the Lower Bay Dredging project in partnership with ACOE is 
gaining momentum and the City will be taking advantage of any additional funding.  Gardner also 
mentioned that staff is reviewing fishing from bridges as a response to an injury sustained by a boater as 
a fisherman cast from the Lido Bridge. 
 
HARBOR RESOURCES UPDATE –  Manager Miller gave a PowerPoint presentation on harbor 
updates.  The update is posted at http://www.newportbeachca.gov/index.aspx?page=1777   
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Len Bose commented that it is very easy to get along with Dutra, the dredging operator.  He also wants the 
groin area at the American Legion dredged.  Bose suggested that the Cruiser’s Guide mention how and 
where to dispose of recyclables.  Dan Purcell asked if dredging has any impact on liquefaction. 
 
RECOMMENDED TOPICS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 

Lieutenant Tom Slayton for a Harbor Patrol update 
Brad Gross, Dana Point Harbor Director  

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:     Wednesday, November 9, 2011, 6:00 PM 
 December meeting is cancelled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned around 7:45PM. 














